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SYMPTOMS
Grants programs Alternaria rot, also known as surface mold, contact spot, or Alternaria internal rot, is a limiting factor in the
Funded-project results production of figs for fresh market or for canning. All cultivars are susceptible, but the disease is most severe on

Kadota, Conadria, and Calimyrna.

. What's new . . .
Surface mold caused by Cladosporium herbarum occurs on both green and ripe fruit, but tends to be more

- Inthe news common on green fruit. The lesions usually occur in areas of fruit contact. Initially they are small, olive-green

- Announcements specks; as they enlarge the infected area turns yellowish olive and becomes sunken.

. Site index

. Help Rain or dew when figs are ripening will result in surface spotting. These spots are up to 0.2 inch in diameter, are
. Acknowledgments light brown to black in color, sunken, and distributed over the entire surface of the fruit.

. UC ANR: more topics
Alternaria is primarily a problem on ripe fruit, especially when rains occur during harvest. The first symptoms of

Alternaria fruit rot are water-soaked areas, usually developing on the surface where two or three figs touch. These
lesions soon are covered with dark green spores. Alternaria rot also develops as black fungal mats inside the cavity
of Calimyrna and Conadria figs, beginning at the eye (ostiole) end.

COMMENTS ON THE DISEASE

Alternaria alternata, Ulocladium altum, and Cladosporium herbarum commonly occur on plant surfaces or in dying
or dead tissues of plants. The pathogens overwinter on plant debris in or on the soil. After sporulation, the spores
become airborne. The fungi can be carried inside fruit with soil dust.

MANAGEMENT
Rot in Kadota is reduced by picking fruit before it is overripe. Clean picking boxes and containers also reduce rot
during storage. Reducing dust in the fig orchards may also limit the disease as well as reduce spider mite

populations.

PUBLICATION
UEH UC IPM Pest Management Guidelines: Fig
PEER UC ANR Publication 3447
Diseases
T. J. Michailides, Plant Pathology, Kearney Agricultural Center, Parlier
L. Ferguson, Pomology, Kearney Agricultural Center, Parlier

REVIEWED

Top of page

Statewide IPM Program, Agriculture and Natural Resources, University of California
All contents copyright © 2006 The Regents of the University of California. All rights reserved.

http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/PMG/r261100111.html (1 of 2) [7/10/2008 6:30:03 PM]


http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/
http://www.ucanr.org/
http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/index.html
http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/GENERAL/search.html
http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/PMG/menu.homegarden.html
http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/PMG/crops-agriculture.html
http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/NATURAL/index.html
http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/EXOTIC/exoticpestsmenu.html
http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/WEATHER/wxretrieve.html
http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/WEATHER/ddretrieve.html
http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/GENERAL/tools.html
http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/IPMPROJECT/pubsmenu.html
http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/IPMPROJECT/workshops.html
http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/IPMPROJECT/edprogramsmenu.html
http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/GENERAL/pesticides.html
http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/IPMPROJECT/fundedprojects.html
http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/IPMPROJECT/researchresults.html
http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/GENERAL/whatsnew.html
http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/NEWS/index.html
http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/GENERAL/whatsnew.html#ANNOUNCEMENTS
http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/GENERAL/siteoutline.html
http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/GENERAL/helpdesk.html
http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/GENERAL/acknowledgments.html
http://www.ucanr.org/findinformation.cfm
http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/PMG/r261100111.html?printpage
http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/PMG/selectnewpest.figs.html
http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/PMG/crops-agriculture.html
http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/PMG/aboutpmg.html
http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/PMG/glossary.html
http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/PMG/C/S-GR-CULT-SA.001.html
http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/GENERAL/peerreview.html

UC IPM: UC Management Guidelines for Alternaria Rot on Fig

For noncommercial purposes only, any Web site may link directly to this page. FOR ALL OTHER USES or more information, read Legal Notices. Unfortunately, we cannot
provide individual solutions to specific pest problems. See How to manage pests, or in the U.S., contact your local Cooperative Extension office for assistance. /IPMG/
r261100111.html revised: July 25, 2006. Contact webmaster.

http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/PMG/r261100111.html (2 of 2) [7/10/2008 6:30:03 PM]


http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/GENERAL/copyright.html
http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/index.html
http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/GENERAL/ceofficefinder.html
http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/GENERAL/feedback.html

	ucdavis.edu
	UC IPM: UC Management Guidelines for Alternaria Rot on Fig


